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tion before the Decree can be acted/' See Advancemt
of Learning, Part 2, P. 47 of first Edition.

But I am happy to find a Great Majority of Fellow
Mortals who can Elucidate My Visions, & Particularly
they have been Elucidated by Children, who have taken
a greater delight in contemplating my Pictures than I
even hoped. Neither Youth nor Childhood is Folly or
Incapacity. Some Children are Fools & so are some Old
Men. But There is a vast Majority on the side of Imagi-
nation or Spiritual Sensation.

To Engrave after another Painter is infinitely more
laborious than to Engrave one's own Inventions. And of
the size you require my price has been Thirty Guineas,
& I cannot afford to do it for less. I had Twelve for the
Head I sent you as a specimen; but after my own de-
signs I could do at least Six times the quantity of labour
in the same time, which will account for the difference
of price as also that Chalk Engraving is at least six times
as laborious as Aqua tinta. I have no objection to En-
graving after another Artist. Engraving is the profession
I was apprenticed to, & should never have attempted to
live by anything else, If orders had not come in for my
Designs & Paintings, which I have the pleasure to tell
you are Increasing Every Day. Thus If I am a Painter
it is not to be attributed to seeking after. But I am con-
tented whether I live by Painting or Engraving.
I am, Revd. Sir, your very obedient servant,

WILLIAM BLAKE.